
Our mission is to care for children who have been abused, abandoned, neglected
or in crisis.  Additionally, we seek to bring new hope and new health to individuals
and families needing help coping with parenting and/or other social issues.
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BCHFS: IN-THE-NEWS

� Christmas Wish Lists for BCHFS
Each program and cottage has needs our
operations budget just can’t provide. They
have created their own Christmas wish lists.
Like to help?  Call (618) 382-4164 or 
email carladonoho@bchfs.com.  

� Annual Charity “Sportsman Days Away” Hunts
Enjoy nature and have some fun with area hunters by participating 
in the annual charity hunts in support of BCHFS.  Bring a friend or 
sponsor a business client for a wonderful day of hunting in 
beautiful Southern Illinois. 

� All Day Goose / Duck Hunt: Dec. 15, 2008
at Grassy Lake Hunt Club, Ware, IL.

� 4-Bird Pheasant or 2 Pheasant / 
3 Chukars Hunt: Saturday, Feb. 21, 2009
at TNT Hunting Preserve, Mt. Erie, IL.

� 4-Bird Pheasant or 2 Pheasant / 5 Quail 
or 3 Chukars Hunt: Saturday, Feb. 28, 2009
at Macedonia Game Preserve, Macedonia, IL. 

To register or for more information, call Ron Summers at (618) 
923-3006 or (618) 382-4164 or register online at www.BCHFS.com.

� ‘Sanctity of Life’ Sunday-Sunday, January 18, 2009 
Give a voice to the unborn on Sanctity of Life Sunday.  
Contact Angels’ Cove at (618) 242-4944 or 
email angelscove@bchfs.com
for speakers or materials.   

A Free video and printed materials are 
available for download from the North
American Mission Board at www.namb.net
and type in “Sanctity of Life” in the search box. 

BCHFS Upcoming Events

Employment Opportunities

t appears that Thanksgiving has become lost
in the urgency to commercialize Christmas.
The Christmas decorations are up and the
promotion begun before Thanksgiving even

gets here.  That is unfortunate because it is a
good to time to stop and be truly thankful for
God’s blessings in our lives.

With Christmas right
around the corner, we are
reminded that we are most
thankful for the birth of our
Lord Jesus Christ.  He is
certainly the greatest gift 
of all.  But we are also
thankful for the thousands
of supporters who through
the years have loved and
cared for those God has
placed in our care.

For our 90 years of ministry, Christmas has been
a time of joy and excitement for the residents of
Baptist Children’s Home.  Residents from every
generation will tell you that individuals and
churches always made Christmas special,
creating some of their greatest memories.  

“I remember the year a family chose to sponsor
me for Christmas,” a former resident reflects
from Christmas in 1937. “It was my best
Christmas ever!  I received a beautiful baby doll
that became my best friend.  My family had been
separated by a terrible tragedy and I thought I
would be alone forever. It was like the sponsor
knew I needed a friend.”  

Then just last year one young man exclaimed, 
“I thought Christmas like this was only in the
movies!  This is awesome!”  But I think the
message we received this year through our
annual Christmas card contest best describes 
the hearts of so many of our children.  

Each child is encouraged to create a Christmas
card.  The winning entry is selected as our
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For more information or to register for these events, please 
call us at (618)382-4164 or visit our Web site at www.BCHFS.com.

he Garrison Cottage on the
Carmi Campus is named
after the late Laura
Garrison.  Proceeds from 

her estate funded its construction 
and furnishings in 1961. 

It was dedicated on July 4 of that
same year to be a warm and
welcoming haven for those in need.
The Garrison Cottage, forty-seven
years later, remains a sanctuary and home for 
eight teen-age boys ranging in ages 14-17 years.  

Full-time houseparents, Chet and Bobbi Keys, 
began with BCH in 1996.  In 2006 they retired but
found they missed their work with the boys at BCH
and came out of retirement this year.  

Bobbi explains, “Chet was driving a coal truck and 
I was working part-time.  We were never together.
Then we read about the opening at Garrison Cottage
in the newsletter so we decided to return to house
parenting.  Now our time is not just spent together,
it is spent doing something that is rewarding and
spiritually uplifting.”  

Chet and Bobbi are beacons of hopeful and
prayerful direction for the young lads who call
Garrison Cottage home.  After every school day
from 3:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Chet and Bobbi 
conduct a ‘rap session’ with the boys. 

“They really like it. It provides a place for good
communication and it gives them a sense of family
and togetherness,” relates Chet.  

Bobbi adds, “We want to hear what is going on—
good or bad. Kids are kids.” 

There is one young fifteen-year-old fellow in their
care that Bobbi refers to as “one of the sweetest kids
we have ever had.”  His mother has passed away due
to ailments resulting from domestic abuse at the
hands of his father. Apparently, not just his mother
but everyone in the family proved to be a victim of
his maltreatment.

His grandmother adopted him but her guiding and
loving hand wasn’t enough to keep him out of

trouble.  He got into drugs, alcohol and hanging
with the wrong crowd. He had severe outbursts of
temper and couldn’t be reasoned with. At her wit’s
end, his grandmother sent him to BCH. 

Through the BCH behavior point system (where
kids are awarded or deducted points based on their
behavior and completion of chores) and consistent
counseling in anger management, this young man is
learning to control his temper. 

Bobbi laments, “His anger is a cry for help.  I don’t
think he has ever been praised. He just needs
someone to love and value him.”

He is working hard, making great strides and
thriving on the Keys’ love and attention. 

He has discovered, like so many other young men,
that life in the Garrison Cottage is just the ramp
needed to turn a life in the right direction. It is a very 

Merry Christmas
with Thanksgiving

Doug Devore
Executive Director

BCHFS
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(Continued on page 2)

he 9th annual Baptist Children’s
Home & Family Services Fall
Festival celebrated 90 years of
service to children and families.

Over 1200 visitors enjoyed the celebration
with over 40 booths of activities and food
were provided by churches all over Illinois.
The Snack Cake Walk created by Ellis Mound
Baptist Church of Wayne City was chosen as
the “Best Booth.”  Chalk-art created a non-
traditional cake walk experience.

The first-time volleyball tournament was a 
big success with 12 teams competing.  First
place went to Pleasant Hill Baptist Church of
Mt. Vernon, Illinois and second place to First
Baptist Church of Grayville.

Cars enthusiasts including members of 
Cars for Kids of Harrisburg were in
attendance and participated in the “Favorite
Car” competition.  This year’s winner was
Cam Church and her Ford Thunderbird.

Great burgers and hotdogs were prepared by
Rick and Val Mitchell’s (Carrier Mills) team
of hardworking cooks and servers.  In addition
to the Mitchell family, these volunteers came

from Walnut Grove Church in Harrisburg and Sterling Baptist Church of Fairview
Heights.  Along with the delicious burgers and dogs, volunteers brought enough
cookies to feed the multitude.

The Silent Auction was made up of crafts, theme baskets, etc. donated by
individuals, churches and businesses throughout Illinois.  But the Quilt Auction
was the highlight!  Fifty quilts, made by loving hands, were donated by women
and men. Emotions grew when the crowd rallied around the last quilt of the 
auction created by Loma
Talley of Grayville.  Loma,
whose husband Leon Talley
served many years as a
director at BCH, has
coordinated the quilt auction

since its beginning.  Recently diagnosed with a serious medical condition, 
Loma was unable to be there.  However, in honor of Loma and her devotion to
BCH, the crowd collectively raised the bids to $2100.  

This was a great day that celebrated the love and support of God’s people,
reminding us that they believe the lives we touch REALLY DO MATTER and 
are willing to make personal sacrifices to express that belief.

Following the festival, a reunion of “BCH Kids All Grown Up” was held at 
Four Corners Café.  Evelyn Money of Indiana, age 90, won the award as the
oldest BCH Kid.  Chris Reagan, age 32, won for the youngest.

Plans are for another reunion in 2009.  For more information, email
bch.reunion@bchfs.com.  To review pictures from the 2008 reunion, 
go to www.BCHFS.com.  

(Continued on page 3)

The fundamentals for a fruitful future-
Garrison Cottage’s housefather Chet prays
alongside his boys before the evening meal.

� Houseparent Couple-
Seeking a positive, mature, compassionate married couple to serve full time as parent
figures for adolescents. Must be at least 21, HS diploma/GED. Salary package with benefits,
including housing. Must be able to work in ministry team, be proactive, and driven.

For more information: Contact Scott Kiser at (618) 382-4165, ext.14, send resumes
to Baptist Children’s Home and Family Services, 949 County Road 1300 N, Carmi, IL.
62821, or email scott.kiser@bchfs.com.

WGGH Radio Sponsors 
Lites for Kids

he brilliant lights of the season burn through-
out the month of December on the north lawn of
radio station WGGH AM 1150 in Marion.  WGGH Radio is

sponsoring a drive-thru Christmas light display from dusk to 10:00 p.m.  
The exhibition is free but allows an opportunity for guests to contribute to 
the work of Baptist Children’s Home & Family Services.

WGGH is located on old Route 13, east of Marion, Illinois.  
Thank you, WGGH, for remembering us.

Garrison Cottage:
A Place of Prayer and Support

ADMINISTRATION
OFFICE 
949 County Rd. 1300 N.
Carmi, IL 62821
(618) 382-4164
email: BCHFS@BCHFS.com
web: www.BCHFS.com

BAPTIST
CHILDREN’S
HOME
Residential Care
949 County Rd. 1300 N.
Carmi, IL 62821
(618) 382-4165

ANGELS’ COVE
Pregnancy- Adoption-
Foster Care
4243 Lincolnshire Drive
Mt. Vernon, IL 62864
(618) 242-4944

PATHWAYS
Metro East
4950 Old Collinsville Road
Swansea, IL 62226
Swansea: (618) 624-4060
Vandalia: (618) 283-0842
Waterloo: (618) 444-6988
O’Fallon: (618) 632-6223
Maryville: (618) 667-8221

Central
1425 Stevenson Drive
Springfield, IL 62703

Springfield: (217) 241-0959
Jacksonville: (217) 971-9385  
Carlinville: (217) 971-9385

Southeastern
949 County Rd. 1300 N.
Carmi, IL 62821
(618) 382-3907

Southwestern Indiana
6710 Oak Hill Road
Evansville, IN 47725 
(812) 491-1727

Donations may be made online at www.BCHFS.com or by mailing
checks to BCHFS, 949 County Road 1300 N, Carmi, IL 62821. 
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or 90 years God’s people have been faithful in their giving.  
These gifts have kept the work of BCHFS strong and growing.
Many of these gifts come from the estate gifts made by those 
who "adopted" BCHFS in their wills and trusts.

This was demonstrated by two specific gifts we received this year.  One 
was a generous estate gift that will be used in our endowment fund to allow us
to serve in the future.  The other would be seen as a small monetary donation
but was huge in heart.

Both had no children of their own but loved and prayed for all the children
served by BCHFS.  The second had no significant monetary value.  As our
staff assisted in the cleaning of her small housing apartment, simple yet
beautiful little hankies were found among her things.  To honor her love for
the children, these hankies were carefully displayed in beautifully decorated
boxes decorated by our house mother, Carolyn Hawkins.  Carolyn also wrote
a beautiful poem to accompany the hankies which will be given to some of
our girl residents at Christmas.  Read this poem on bottom of page 2.

Housemother Carolyn
creates a keepsake in
honor of a donor.

F
Estate Planning: A Very Special Gift
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Whittington Clowns always
brighten the day.

Paul & Kristin Melton
celebrate high bid for quilt
made by Loma Talley.
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BCHFS Fall Festival 2008 Recap
A Silent Auction, Favorite Car Contest
and BCH Reunion Highlight the Day

Ellis Mound 
(left) wins Fall
Festival “Best
Booth” award.

Harrisburg 
First Baptist 
(top) decorates 
our guests.

Kids of all ages enjoyed
the beautiful day.

Wayne
Mifflin 
helps Rick
Mitchell’s
cooking
team.

Photos taken by
Karen Carlton, 
housemother
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BCHFS MEMORIAL GIFTS: September-October 2008BCHFS HONOR GIFTS: September-October 2008
Archie Akers
Mary Akers

Mr. and Mrs. Homer
Anderson
Clifford Anderson

Dorma Atchison
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Riley

Glen Austin
Cathy Broadway

Ms. Mildred Badgley
Garnita Gaskill

Loretta Baird
Steve and Kathy Graben 
and Family
Rick and Terri Travis 
and Family

Mary Barnstable
Alice Dickerson

Elsie Bethards
Edgar and Roberta Trexler

Larue Blackwell
University Baptist Church,
Carbondale

Janet K. Blout
Beverly Edgar

Helen Bozue
Mrs. Joe Stritzel

Paul Bradley
First Baptist Church, Carterville

Marie E. Brown
Phyllis and Richard Holloway
Edward and Barbara Cook
Eldon and Betty Greenwood
Heavenly Chariots, Christian
Motorcycle Association
Frank and Ruth Newberry
Christian Motorcycle
Association Treasurer of IL
Kimberly Noyes
Lawrence and Virginia Becker
Boanerges #1004 Springfield
Chapter of Christian Motorcycle
Association
Bonnie Bollman
Karen Blankenship
Gary Greenwood
Donnye and Peggy Davis
Sam and Rebecca Decesaro
Glen and Edwina Greenwood
Roy and Laura Sturm

Elizabeth Burris
Laura Marks

Frank and Wilma Campbell
June Staley

John Robert Catt
Mrs. Robert Catt

Dennis Carey
Virginia Carey

Elton and Jeanette Carlile
Jack and Lois Knepper

Lelan Carr and Fannie Carr
Rosemary Carnes

Inez and Gene Bryant and
Edith Chancey
Joe and Mary Ann Morris

Orval and Juanita Cline
James and Mary Emery

Scott Collins
Mrs. Nigel Collins

Sandra Crouch
Carolyn Queen

Pearl Crowell
Emma J. Wyrostek

George Russel Daily
Martha Roznowski
Betty and Bradford Swink

Rev. G.W. Danbury
Richard Danbury

Nadine Davis
Bill and Josie Kirk
First Baptist Church, Carterville 
Ronald and Jayleen Waldron

Ed and Fran Stroud
Joan Rice
Katie Neilson
Sarah Shelton
Larry McBroom
Gary and Sue Troxel
Rick and Judy Nannie & Family
Sue and Ron Jackson and
Family
Al and Judy Horaz
Lois Wicks
Virginia Harnetiaux and Family
Charles and Joyce Stevens
Sandra Webster
Claudia Blackman
Julia Adams
Larry Adams
Duncan and Kathleen Heydon
Bob and Vicki Klutts and Family
Helen Moore
BMG, Inc., Evansville, IN

Dorothy Desper
Clifton Baptist Church, Clifton
Jerry and Monica Moore
Glenn Saathoff
Ricky Saathoff

Arnold Douglas
Wilma Douglas

Tippie Emmons
Wanda Reed

Lyle Ernst
Catherine Yarnell and Kevin
Yarnell

Jan Forbes
Jim and Debbie Lay

Joan Fulford
Yaekel & Associates Insurance
Services, Inc.
Gail M. Fuller
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Fulford
Janice Nolan
Rich and Mary Klein
J.T. McDermott Remodeling
Contractors, Belleville
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Rieso
Beverly Dressel

Kerber, Eck and Braeckel, LLP

Sparkle Clean, Inc.

Employees of Fulford Homes

The E & J Golf Guys

Ralph and Norma Keller

Rick and Terri Hottenrott

Verna Stock and Family

Bev, Randy and Gail Loeschen

Frank Peach

Leonard and Mary Wolf

G.R. and J.D. Oulvey

Edward Wall

Bud and Debi Schneider

Grace and Jon Fincham

Edward and Karen Dunham

Ronald and Jan Gilreath

Wayne Huelsmann

Jack and Ruth Wise

Mr. Eric Ryan Snapat

Mr. Art Eschman

Mr. and Mrs. William Tate

George and Mona Peach

Ruth Sunday School Class of

First Baptist Church, Fairview

Heights

Trost Plastics, Inc.

Custom Floors & More, Inc.

Wayne and Cathy Mifflin

Miriam Landis

Tony and Nandes Dillon

Dale and Marge Heinecke

Robert Jager 

Mark and Carla Flasch

Shirley and Gerald Almond

Home Builders Association of

Illinois, Springfield IL
Diel & Forguson Financial
Group, O’Fallon IL
Burl and Dixie Cochran

William “Bill” Garner
Pleasant Hill Baptist Church,
Roodhouse
Jean and Raymond Howard

Morton, Gene, and Eric
Gaskill
Mr. and Mrs. William McGarvey

Everett Greer
Nola Greer

Vera Wright Gwillim
J.W. Gwillim

T.J. Hannah
Jerry Kennedy

James and Agnes Harbison
and Ronald Harbison 
Judy Harbison

J.G. Harrell
Dorothy V. Harrell

Joyce D. Hillhouse
First Baptist Church, Albion

Mrs. Velma Huffstutler and
Frances Huffstutler
Shirley Rister
Roger and Joy Balfour

Coy and Stella Hunt
Betty G. Hunt

Avery Jennings
Joyce A. Bomke

Donald Kaiping, Sr.
First Baptist Church, Columbia

Bon Karraker
Harry P. and Linda Osman

Hazel Kemper
William B. Kemper

Theron King
Dan Humphrey

Cliff Jones and Wm. A.
Kinsey
Deacons and First Baptist
Church, Albion

Loy and Eva Kiser
Mrs. Gretchen Beck

Bob Klunk
Jackie Slater

Lucas Knebel
Mike and Lucetta Durbin

Kenny Koker
Jason Kees

Bill Franks and John Lane
Amanda Holland

Harold Robert Laurie
Martin and Ruth Laurie

Iona Leinard
Arthur M. Merriam

Adam Long
Lea Neff

John Maddock
Faye Bowman

Ed and “Bob” Marlen
Mr. and Mrs. Paul J. Koblitz

Virginia Martin
First Baptist Church, Grayville

Delores Carson, Steve Clark,
George Guithues and Randy
Mathenia
Homemakers Class of Calvary
Baptist Church, Granite City

Marilyn Mattingly 
Bob Hill Family
Yvonne Coggins

Luther and Pauline McGary
Rich and Cathy McGary

Mina Menne
Charles and Carole Seeley

Charles Mitchell
First Baptist Church, Salem

Rose Lee Mitchell
Macedonia Baptist Church,
Harrisburg

Milton and Dorothy Montague
Jerry Montague

James ‘Bud’ Montgomery
Bob and Nita Varner
Alex Sakonyi
Dorothy Inboden
Sierra Sechrest
Larry and Terri Wheeler
Friends and Neighbors
Daniel and Teresa Whitaker
Marathon Petroleum Company

Oma Montgomery
W. Joyce Dunavan

Louise C. Moore
Lois and Richard Hunsaker
Karen and Mike McCoy
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Ellison
Marsha Clark

Everett A. Moss
Donald and Susan Full

Hazel Mullinix
Mary Goolsby

Merrel Dean Neff

Hazel Lea Neff

Anna Barham, Joe Barham,

Peggy Dixon, Raymond Dix,

and Virgil Newsome

Elizabeth Newsome

Brian Odom

First Baptist Church, Grayville

Ruth Payne

Dolores Tillman

Cleta Campbell and Beulah

Phillips
Royce and Carolyn Hawkins

Don Philpot
Betty Philpot

Pearl Pierson
Howard Pierson

Homer Pitts
Neva Sulser
Mr. Delbert Brown

Everett Porter
Geraldine Porter

Mary Lou Prewett
Len and Sandy Jacobs

Brenda Provence
John Provence
Tabernacle Baptist Church,
Decatur

Mary Rachel Raabe
Patricia Kueker
David and Sandy Hicks
Vicki and Gary Bushnell and
Family
Bob and Shirley McCaherty

Chuck Ramey
Ms. Corine Ramey

Clifton W. Ray
First Baptist Church, Columbia

Doris Rawls
Susan Featherstun
George Hall
Richard and Debbi Hall

George Hall

Don and Angie Neibel

Craig and Cathy Olsen

Karl and Barb Price

Paul and Carol Rawls

Carl Roach

Patsy Sanders

Guy and Jean Shehorn

Garry and Karen Shehorn
Ray and Goldy Shehorn
Dick and Dona Walton
Michael and Linda Welty
Roy and Joyce Wirth

Ernestine Regan
John Perry

Mrs. Reith
Norma Clifton

Elizabeth Renfro
Jim and Virginia Worstell

Norman Rentfrow
Campers on Mission

Cloyd and Maud Rhine
Alice Bryans

Leona Riley
First Baptist Church, Eldorado

J.C. Rister
Mrs. Beulah Rister
Anita Zachary

Rev. Eugene Rister
Mrs. Shirley A. Rister

Louise Moore and Ray
Ruemmler
The Boyer Family:
Betty and Judy
Paul and Rae
Joe and Andrea
Roy and Lynn

Kenneth “Bud” Rushing
John and Brenda Calvert

Edwin Sampson
Louise Sampson

Natalie Sanders
Morris Sanders

Leslie Scarbrough
Glenda Krutsinger

Mrs. Joan Horton, Mr. Robert
Nunn and Mrs. Ethel “Honey”
Showers
Earl and Norma Highsmith

Imogene Shryock
Uncle Ray and Aunt Margaret
Dennis and Pat
Norman and Vineta Shryock
Mark and Teresa Fielder
Erma Fielder
Randy and Brenda Harris
Roberta Phillips
Pat and Lee Rogers
Sue Russell
Jim and Connie Russell
J.L. Phillips
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Baker
Charlotte Shryock
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Russell
Marian Stuckey
Karyn Crumrin
Justin Paulsen
Doug and DeEtta Casey
Jerry and Cathy Parcel
Cy and Judy Plunkett and
Family
Jerry and Chris Hills
Warren and Janice Baker
Oliver and Linda Von Behren
Denzil and Janet Wolfe

May Bland and Lois Sisk
Bill and Evelyn Greer

Emma Smith
Mary Winn

Essie Sork
Dean and Peggy Sauls
Everett and Gladys Payne
Betty Owens
Rick and Val Mitchell
Truman and Sue Sauls
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Newton
Jerry and Helen Newton
Eugene and Roma Biggerstaff
Ron and Nancy Braddock
Jerry and Sharon Miller
Rev. Art and Mary Watson
Lawrence and Mary Porter
Raymond and Sharon Dobrey
Tony and Norma Kivett
Sarah Kivett
Nannie Deitz
Alberta Doerr
Mary Jo Redick
Vel Pearce
Margaret (Corky) Joyner
Linda (Wooden) McCall
Tommy and Janice Goolsby

Kendall Coffman, Ruth Shive
and Dean Spencer
Mr. and Mrs. Gene Coffman

Paul Spicer
First Baptist Church, Galatia

John Clark, Elenor
Muehlbach and Imogene
Stark
State Park Baptist Church,
Collinsville

Lela Stokes
Barbara Adams

Peggy Lachmiller, Donna
Spinks and Louise Tabor

Homemakers Class of Calvary

Baptist Church, Granite City

Dwight Talley

Joyce Talley

Mark and Pepper Tally

Michael and Carla Tally

James Temple

Jo Anne Temple

Blanche Steekley and John

Calvin Trowbridge

Mr. and Mrs. William Greer

Levi Wayne Tuxhorn

Lenora Jackson

Velma Vallowe

Mr. and Mrs. Karl Price

Harry (Roz) Ward, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Bellinger

Kendell Webb

Parish Park Baptist Church,

Marion

Annabelle Wells

Olen Wells

Gerta Vernell White

Mrs. Geraldine Bocconcelli

Roy White

Pontoon Baptist Church,

Granite City

Paul and Ruby Whittington

Floretta McCormick

J.C. Henning, John and Eva

Henning and Boren and Ethel

Williams

Anna L. Henning

Ramona Briscoe, Rickie

Brunner, Nema Burns, Ron

Clendenen, David Corley,

Joan Dobbs, John Farr,

Evelyn Irons, Mary Francis

Lancaster, Hamza

Mohammed, Eva Mondy,

Merlin “Leon” Schinzler,

Stanley Stevens, Allen Weiss

and Richard Williamson

Tabernacle Baptist Church,

Decatur

Sharon Burnett and Dale

Woodside

Campers on Mission

Jimmy Wooten

Bill and Evelyn Wooten
Meadowbrook First Southern
Baptist Church, Moro
Liberty Bank, Godfrey
Bernard and Theresa Laux
James and Jean Clark
J.C. Price

Eugene Yarnell
Catherine Yarnell

All BCHFS’ Children

Nancy Bramlett

All Class Members

Adult 6A Sunday School Class

of Lincoln Ave. Baptist

Church, Jacksonville

GOD

F.A.I.T.H. Youth Group of

LeRoy First Baptist Church

Jesus Christ

Donald Sanford

Kate and Lauren

Dwight and Roberta Britt

Sammy

Glen and Sandra Gibbons

Katie Anderson

Marilyn Haycraft

W. Nick Barker

Jon M. Barker

Ed Claybrook

Mr. and Mrs. Dan Huebner

Joe and Freddie Jo Colson

Kynda Pottorff

Ms. Connie Diveley

Ronnie and Millie Elam

Velma Funkhouser

Charles Brower

Naomi Goddard

Barbara Adams

Charles Gaines, Sr. and

Charles Hosick

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Gaines

Martha Hughes

Larry and Henrietta Hughes

Barb and Harry Humphrey

Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Dodson

Larry and Terri Lovel

Bill and Dorothy Lively

Ms. Beverly McPherson

Golden Agers Sunday School

Class, Winthrop Harbor

Baptist Church

Lukas Moore

Betty J. Moore

Rachel Hoback Oshia
John and Ruby Hoback

Sandra Paddock
David Paddock

Glendale Lane and Dee
Payne
Macedonia Baptist Church,
Harrisburg

W.R. Prater
Mollie Atchison

Lisa Quick
Mr. and Mrs. James P. Rousey

Doris J. Reynolds
Jonah L. Reynolds
Macedonia Baptist Church,
Harrisburg

Keyma Smith
Kevin D. Yarnell

Noah and Caleb Soulsby
Bruce and Sharon Soulsby

Louise Spring
John and Kim Spring

Ted and Nadine Standefer
Emily Standefer

Mr. Don Stanton
Mr. and Mrs. Darrel Wolfe

Lorene Trout Stout
Dan Trout

Note: Honored names 
are in BOLD.

Note: Memorial names
are in BOLD.

structured existence with wake-up at 5:00 a.m.
followed by breakfast, chores and devotion before 
the school bus arrives at 7:30 a.m. Evenings are
consumed with dinner, homework, Bible study,
tutoring, showers and a bit of free time before 
lights out at 9:30 p.m. 

This type of structure is foreign to many of these 
kids and provides a healthy foundation for making
better life choices. 

Bobbi and Chet concur, “There is no such thing as a
bad kid, only a kid who has made some bad choices.”

Each boy is counseled through a group or
individually by the boys’ therapist William Foote.

William has been with BCH since 
2001 when he and his wife, Jenn, were
houseparents at Otho Williams Cottage.
He was an Aftercare Worker before
becoming their therapist.  

Chet and Bobbi consistently provide
activities that encourage everyone in the
cottage to feel more like a family. The
rap sessions provide an open forum for
discussion. Meal times begin with prayer;
followed by friendly banter. Then the Garrison
“family” attends the Ten-Mile Baptist Church in
McLeansboro on Wednesdays for Bible study and
Sundays for worship services. 

The support kids get at BCH is full circle—
educational, psychological, emotional and spiritual.
Chet reflects, “Sometimes you have to go beyond 
the call of duty but the rewards can be so much 
more than you expect.” 

(Continued from page 1)

Garrison Cottage: A Place of Prayer and Support

annual Christmas card and for a
donation, we will send it to the
donor’s friends and family on their
behalf.  This Christmas card is a
blessing for families and allows our
children a chance to demonstrate their
creativity.  They work hard to communicate
through art and word what Christmas means to
them.  All the cards are different and each one
is special.  One young girl’s submission
especially touched my heart when she wrote,
“All I ever wanted was a good Christmas...
BCH has done that for me.”  Then she quoted
Proverbs 15:13,“A happy heart makes the face
cheerful, but heartache crushes the spirit.”

Many that we serve suffer from broken hearts
and crushed spirits.  Through your prayer
support, volunteer efforts, and donations they
are blessed as they are touched by the love of
Jesus Christ, the One whose birth we celebrate.  

We are thrilled that each of our residents from
both BCH and Angels’ Cove have received
sponsors this Christmas.  I want to thank
everyone for making this a blessed Christmas
for all of our staff and residents.

May God bless each of you and your families
this Christmas and into the new year.

(Continued from page 1)

Merry Christmas
with Thanksgiving

Southern Illinois Golf Scramble A Big Success!
The 11th Annual charity golf outing was held at Green Hills Golf Club in Mt. Vernon on Saturday, Oct. 4th.   
A beautiful fall day provided the perfect setting for the 62 teams of golfers.  Each tee off time began with a
testimony from one of our residents and an opening prayer.
The morning prayer was led by the Honorable David
Overstreet, Circuit Judge, and the afternoon prayer 
by Bill Bonan, II, of People’s National Bank. 

Flight A was won by a Vandalia team made up of Andy
Whitten, Chris Whitten, Quinn Bowen and Gary Howard.
First Place Flight B was won by the team of Gary Bruce,
Will Rojek, Curt Gunter and Randy Hungate.  Flight C 
was won by the team of Mike McClure, Cheryl McClure,
Sandra Clark, Ben Martin.

Our most successful event to date was made possible by the
golfers and sponsors.  A special thanks to our Tournament
Sponsor, Short Enterprises of Anna, and to our A.M. and
P.M. Scramble Sponsors, Val and Ann Gibbons of Mt.
Vernon and People’s National Bank. First place sponsor
was Wood Energy of Mt. Vernon and the second place
sponsor chose to be anonymous.  BCHFS also thanks the
many tee and hole sponsors of the event including:

Central Illinois Golf Tournament Scores 
A Win For Our Children and Families
Central Illinois Golf Tournament was held October 11 in Greenview.
Golfers and their sponsors raised $16,000. The following golfers
recruited sponsorships in support of BCHFS:  Jay Hance, Frank
Martin, Doug Devore, Rich McGary, Ray Allen, Randy Wilson, 
Don Full, Larry Powers,
Rick Roberts, and Milton
Bost.  For the fourth year 
in a row, Rick Roberts  of
Girard succeeded in raising
the most funds ($6000).  
This year’s tournament
winner went to Randy
Wilson of Havana.

Thank you to all the golfers
and those who sponsored
them to make this year’s
event such a great
success.

Thank you to the hard-working committee that make this event possible: Reverend Paul Sadler, John
Beam, Steve Chamness, Rex Hodge, Tom Hester, Robert White, Mike McClure, Randy Jenkins, Steve
Phillips, and David Bates. We also want to thank the many “Friends of BCHFS” for their donated gifts
and services for this wonderful tournament.

Thanks to all who participated in this most
successful event featuring 62 teams –
pictured is our winning team.

Richard Roberts won the title
for raising the most donations
for the event.

Group Counseling SessionThe best score of the
day was turned in by
Randy Wilson.

Azusa Printing
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Hughes Funeral Home
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J. K. Trotter & Sons
Jackson Hewitt Tax Service
Jeff Donoho

L & K Fire Protection
Lawrence A. Lipe & Associates
Leon and Dixie Barnard
Lipps Construction
Logan St. Baptist Church
McCormick Appliance 

Heating & Cooling
Meredith-Waddell Funeral Home
Mid Country Bank
Mountain Valley Spring Water
Newcomb Law Office
O’Daniel Trucking
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Plainview General Baptist Church
Plumbers & Pipe Fitters 
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Reppert’s Office Supply
Ryan & Tara Willis
Sam Mitchell, Attorney at Law
Sesser Auto Body
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Southern Illinois Orthopedic
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State Bank of Whittington
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Walsh and Simmons
Your Special Day

Thank you to all our wonderful sponsors:

-Doug Devore
Executive Director
BCHFS 

Estate Planning: A Very
Special Gift (Poem)

A poem by Housemother Carolyn

I am just a little hankie as square as square can be,
But a very special hankie as you will surely see.
A treasure for years to come, to catch all of your tears.

This hankie came from precious Miss Wilma,
A dear sweet lady with no children of her own.
But she had a big heart for the Children of BCH
Like the widow in the Bible who gave all that she had.

She loved her husband with all her heart.  
He was the apple of her eye.
But when he died and left her alone, she died 
a little inside. A few months later her health 
did fail and she left to be with the Lord.

She left a few hankies but so little more.
But if you keep this hankie in a special way,
You could carry it on your Wedding day.
Then with a few stitches make a Bonnet for your baby,
A very precious gift from a very thoughtful lady.

(Continued from page 1)
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BCHFS MEMORIAL GIFTS: September-October 2008BCHFS HONOR GIFTS: September-October 2008
Archie Akers
Mary Akers

Mr. and Mrs. Homer
Anderson
Clifford Anderson

Dorma Atchison
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Riley

Glen Austin
Cathy Broadway

Ms. Mildred Badgley
Garnita Gaskill

Loretta Baird
Steve and Kathy Graben 
and Family
Rick and Terri Travis 
and Family

Mary Barnstable
Alice Dickerson

Elsie Bethards
Edgar and Roberta Trexler

Larue Blackwell
University Baptist Church,
Carbondale

Janet K. Blout
Beverly Edgar

Helen Bozue
Mrs. Joe Stritzel

Paul Bradley
First Baptist Church, Carterville

Marie E. Brown
Phyllis and Richard Holloway
Edward and Barbara Cook
Eldon and Betty Greenwood
Heavenly Chariots, Christian
Motorcycle Association
Frank and Ruth Newberry
Christian Motorcycle
Association Treasurer of IL
Kimberly Noyes
Lawrence and Virginia Becker
Boanerges #1004 Springfield
Chapter of Christian Motorcycle
Association
Bonnie Bollman
Karen Blankenship
Gary Greenwood
Donnye and Peggy Davis
Sam and Rebecca Decesaro
Glen and Edwina Greenwood
Roy and Laura Sturm

Elizabeth Burris
Laura Marks

Frank and Wilma Campbell
June Staley

John Robert Catt
Mrs. Robert Catt

Dennis Carey
Virginia Carey

Elton and Jeanette Carlile
Jack and Lois Knepper

Lelan Carr and Fannie Carr
Rosemary Carnes

Inez and Gene Bryant and
Edith Chancey
Joe and Mary Ann Morris

Orval and Juanita Cline
James and Mary Emery

Scott Collins
Mrs. Nigel Collins

Sandra Crouch
Carolyn Queen

Pearl Crowell
Emma J. Wyrostek

George Russel Daily
Martha Roznowski
Betty and Bradford Swink

Rev. G.W. Danbury
Richard Danbury

Nadine Davis
Bill and Josie Kirk
First Baptist Church, Carterville 
Ronald and Jayleen Waldron

Ed and Fran Stroud
Joan Rice
Katie Neilson
Sarah Shelton
Larry McBroom
Gary and Sue Troxel
Rick and Judy Nannie & Family
Sue and Ron Jackson and
Family
Al and Judy Horaz
Lois Wicks
Virginia Harnetiaux and Family
Charles and Joyce Stevens
Sandra Webster
Claudia Blackman
Julia Adams
Larry Adams
Duncan and Kathleen Heydon
Bob and Vicki Klutts and Family
Helen Moore
BMG, Inc., Evansville, IN

Dorothy Desper
Clifton Baptist Church, Clifton
Jerry and Monica Moore
Glenn Saathoff
Ricky Saathoff

Arnold Douglas
Wilma Douglas

Tippie Emmons
Wanda Reed

Lyle Ernst
Catherine Yarnell and Kevin
Yarnell

Jan Forbes
Jim and Debbie Lay

Joan Fulford
Yaekel & Associates Insurance
Services, Inc.
Gail M. Fuller
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Fulford
Janice Nolan
Rich and Mary Klein
J.T. McDermott Remodeling
Contractors, Belleville
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Rieso
Beverly Dressel

Kerber, Eck and Braeckel, LLP

Sparkle Clean, Inc.

Employees of Fulford Homes

The E & J Golf Guys

Ralph and Norma Keller

Rick and Terri Hottenrott

Verna Stock and Family

Bev, Randy and Gail Loeschen

Frank Peach

Leonard and Mary Wolf

G.R. and J.D. Oulvey

Edward Wall

Bud and Debi Schneider

Grace and Jon Fincham

Edward and Karen Dunham

Ronald and Jan Gilreath

Wayne Huelsmann

Jack and Ruth Wise

Mr. Eric Ryan Snapat

Mr. Art Eschman

Mr. and Mrs. William Tate

George and Mona Peach

Ruth Sunday School Class of

First Baptist Church, Fairview

Heights

Trost Plastics, Inc.

Custom Floors & More, Inc.

Wayne and Cathy Mifflin

Miriam Landis

Tony and Nandes Dillon

Dale and Marge Heinecke

Robert Jager 

Mark and Carla Flasch

Shirley and Gerald Almond

Home Builders Association of

Illinois, Springfield IL
Diel & Forguson Financial
Group, O’Fallon IL
Burl and Dixie Cochran

William “Bill” Garner
Pleasant Hill Baptist Church,
Roodhouse
Jean and Raymond Howard

Morton, Gene, and Eric
Gaskill
Mr. and Mrs. William McGarvey

Everett Greer
Nola Greer

Vera Wright Gwillim
J.W. Gwillim

T.J. Hannah
Jerry Kennedy

James and Agnes Harbison
and Ronald Harbison 
Judy Harbison

J.G. Harrell
Dorothy V. Harrell

Joyce D. Hillhouse
First Baptist Church, Albion

Mrs. Velma Huffstutler and
Frances Huffstutler
Shirley Rister
Roger and Joy Balfour

Coy and Stella Hunt
Betty G. Hunt

Avery Jennings
Joyce A. Bomke

Donald Kaiping, Sr.
First Baptist Church, Columbia

Bon Karraker
Harry P. and Linda Osman

Hazel Kemper
William B. Kemper

Theron King
Dan Humphrey

Cliff Jones and Wm. A.
Kinsey
Deacons and First Baptist
Church, Albion

Loy and Eva Kiser
Mrs. Gretchen Beck

Bob Klunk
Jackie Slater

Lucas Knebel
Mike and Lucetta Durbin

Kenny Koker
Jason Kees

Bill Franks and John Lane
Amanda Holland

Harold Robert Laurie
Martin and Ruth Laurie

Iona Leinard
Arthur M. Merriam

Adam Long
Lea Neff

John Maddock
Faye Bowman

Ed and “Bob” Marlen
Mr. and Mrs. Paul J. Koblitz

Virginia Martin
First Baptist Church, Grayville

Delores Carson, Steve Clark,
George Guithues and Randy
Mathenia
Homemakers Class of Calvary
Baptist Church, Granite City

Marilyn Mattingly 
Bob Hill Family
Yvonne Coggins

Luther and Pauline McGary
Rich and Cathy McGary

Mina Menne
Charles and Carole Seeley

Charles Mitchell
First Baptist Church, Salem

Rose Lee Mitchell
Macedonia Baptist Church,
Harrisburg

Milton and Dorothy Montague
Jerry Montague

James ‘Bud’ Montgomery
Bob and Nita Varner
Alex Sakonyi
Dorothy Inboden
Sierra Sechrest
Larry and Terri Wheeler
Friends and Neighbors
Daniel and Teresa Whitaker
Marathon Petroleum Company

Oma Montgomery
W. Joyce Dunavan

Louise C. Moore
Lois and Richard Hunsaker
Karen and Mike McCoy
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Ellison
Marsha Clark

Everett A. Moss
Donald and Susan Full

Hazel Mullinix
Mary Goolsby

Merrel Dean Neff

Hazel Lea Neff

Anna Barham, Joe Barham,

Peggy Dixon, Raymond Dix,

and Virgil Newsome

Elizabeth Newsome

Brian Odom

First Baptist Church, Grayville

Ruth Payne

Dolores Tillman

Cleta Campbell and Beulah

Phillips
Royce and Carolyn Hawkins

Don Philpot
Betty Philpot

Pearl Pierson
Howard Pierson

Homer Pitts
Neva Sulser
Mr. Delbert Brown

Everett Porter
Geraldine Porter

Mary Lou Prewett
Len and Sandy Jacobs

Brenda Provence
John Provence
Tabernacle Baptist Church,
Decatur

Mary Rachel Raabe
Patricia Kueker
David and Sandy Hicks
Vicki and Gary Bushnell and
Family
Bob and Shirley McCaherty

Chuck Ramey
Ms. Corine Ramey

Clifton W. Ray
First Baptist Church, Columbia

Doris Rawls
Susan Featherstun
George Hall
Richard and Debbi Hall

George Hall

Don and Angie Neibel

Craig and Cathy Olsen

Karl and Barb Price

Paul and Carol Rawls

Carl Roach

Patsy Sanders

Guy and Jean Shehorn

Garry and Karen Shehorn
Ray and Goldy Shehorn
Dick and Dona Walton
Michael and Linda Welty
Roy and Joyce Wirth

Ernestine Regan
John Perry

Mrs. Reith
Norma Clifton

Elizabeth Renfro
Jim and Virginia Worstell

Norman Rentfrow
Campers on Mission

Cloyd and Maud Rhine
Alice Bryans

Leona Riley
First Baptist Church, Eldorado

J.C. Rister
Mrs. Beulah Rister
Anita Zachary

Rev. Eugene Rister
Mrs. Shirley A. Rister

Louise Moore and Ray
Ruemmler
The Boyer Family:
Betty and Judy
Paul and Rae
Joe and Andrea
Roy and Lynn

Kenneth “Bud” Rushing
John and Brenda Calvert

Edwin Sampson
Louise Sampson

Natalie Sanders
Morris Sanders

Leslie Scarbrough
Glenda Krutsinger

Mrs. Joan Horton, Mr. Robert
Nunn and Mrs. Ethel “Honey”
Showers
Earl and Norma Highsmith

Imogene Shryock
Uncle Ray and Aunt Margaret
Dennis and Pat
Norman and Vineta Shryock
Mark and Teresa Fielder
Erma Fielder
Randy and Brenda Harris
Roberta Phillips
Pat and Lee Rogers
Sue Russell
Jim and Connie Russell
J.L. Phillips
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Baker
Charlotte Shryock
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Russell
Marian Stuckey
Karyn Crumrin
Justin Paulsen
Doug and DeEtta Casey
Jerry and Cathy Parcel
Cy and Judy Plunkett and
Family
Jerry and Chris Hills
Warren and Janice Baker
Oliver and Linda Von Behren
Denzil and Janet Wolfe

May Bland and Lois Sisk
Bill and Evelyn Greer

Emma Smith
Mary Winn

Essie Sork
Dean and Peggy Sauls
Everett and Gladys Payne
Betty Owens
Rick and Val Mitchell
Truman and Sue Sauls
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Newton
Jerry and Helen Newton
Eugene and Roma Biggerstaff
Ron and Nancy Braddock
Jerry and Sharon Miller
Rev. Art and Mary Watson
Lawrence and Mary Porter
Raymond and Sharon Dobrey
Tony and Norma Kivett
Sarah Kivett
Nannie Deitz
Alberta Doerr
Mary Jo Redick
Vel Pearce
Margaret (Corky) Joyner
Linda (Wooden) McCall
Tommy and Janice Goolsby

Kendall Coffman, Ruth Shive
and Dean Spencer
Mr. and Mrs. Gene Coffman

Paul Spicer
First Baptist Church, Galatia

John Clark, Elenor
Muehlbach and Imogene
Stark
State Park Baptist Church,
Collinsville

Lela Stokes
Barbara Adams

Peggy Lachmiller, Donna
Spinks and Louise Tabor

Homemakers Class of Calvary

Baptist Church, Granite City

Dwight Talley

Joyce Talley

Mark and Pepper Tally

Michael and Carla Tally

James Temple

Jo Anne Temple

Blanche Steekley and John

Calvin Trowbridge

Mr. and Mrs. William Greer

Levi Wayne Tuxhorn

Lenora Jackson

Velma Vallowe

Mr. and Mrs. Karl Price

Harry (Roz) Ward, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Bellinger

Kendell Webb

Parish Park Baptist Church,

Marion

Annabelle Wells

Olen Wells

Gerta Vernell White

Mrs. Geraldine Bocconcelli

Roy White

Pontoon Baptist Church,

Granite City

Paul and Ruby Whittington

Floretta McCormick

J.C. Henning, John and Eva

Henning and Boren and Ethel

Williams

Anna L. Henning

Ramona Briscoe, Rickie

Brunner, Nema Burns, Ron

Clendenen, David Corley,

Joan Dobbs, John Farr,

Evelyn Irons, Mary Francis

Lancaster, Hamza

Mohammed, Eva Mondy,

Merlin “Leon” Schinzler,

Stanley Stevens, Allen Weiss

and Richard Williamson

Tabernacle Baptist Church,

Decatur

Sharon Burnett and Dale

Woodside

Campers on Mission

Jimmy Wooten

Bill and Evelyn Wooten
Meadowbrook First Southern
Baptist Church, Moro
Liberty Bank, Godfrey
Bernard and Theresa Laux
James and Jean Clark
J.C. Price

Eugene Yarnell
Catherine Yarnell

All BCHFS’ Children

Nancy Bramlett

All Class Members

Adult 6A Sunday School Class

of Lincoln Ave. Baptist

Church, Jacksonville

GOD

F.A.I.T.H. Youth Group of

LeRoy First Baptist Church

Jesus Christ

Donald Sanford

Kate and Lauren

Dwight and Roberta Britt

Sammy

Glen and Sandra Gibbons

Katie Anderson

Marilyn Haycraft

W. Nick Barker

Jon M. Barker

Ed Claybrook

Mr. and Mrs. Dan Huebner

Joe and Freddie Jo Colson

Kynda Pottorff

Ms. Connie Diveley

Ronnie and Millie Elam

Velma Funkhouser

Charles Brower

Naomi Goddard

Barbara Adams

Charles Gaines, Sr. and

Charles Hosick

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Gaines

Martha Hughes

Larry and Henrietta Hughes

Barb and Harry Humphrey

Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Dodson

Larry and Terri Lovel

Bill and Dorothy Lively

Ms. Beverly McPherson

Golden Agers Sunday School

Class, Winthrop Harbor

Baptist Church

Lukas Moore

Betty J. Moore

Rachel Hoback Oshia
John and Ruby Hoback

Sandra Paddock
David Paddock

Glendale Lane and Dee
Payne
Macedonia Baptist Church,
Harrisburg

W.R. Prater
Mollie Atchison

Lisa Quick
Mr. and Mrs. James P. Rousey

Doris J. Reynolds
Jonah L. Reynolds
Macedonia Baptist Church,
Harrisburg

Keyma Smith
Kevin D. Yarnell

Noah and Caleb Soulsby
Bruce and Sharon Soulsby

Louise Spring
John and Kim Spring

Ted and Nadine Standefer
Emily Standefer

Mr. Don Stanton
Mr. and Mrs. Darrel Wolfe

Lorene Trout Stout
Dan Trout

Note: Honored names 
are in BOLD.

Note: Memorial names
are in BOLD.

structured existence with wake-up at 5:00 a.m.
followed by breakfast, chores and devotion before 
the school bus arrives at 7:30 a.m. Evenings are
consumed with dinner, homework, Bible study,
tutoring, showers and a bit of free time before 
lights out at 9:30 p.m. 

This type of structure is foreign to many of these 
kids and provides a healthy foundation for making
better life choices. 

Bobbi and Chet concur, “There is no such thing as a
bad kid, only a kid who has made some bad choices.”

Each boy is counseled through a group or
individually by the boys’ therapist William Foote.

William has been with BCH since 
2001 when he and his wife, Jenn, were
houseparents at Otho Williams Cottage.
He was an Aftercare Worker before
becoming their therapist.  

Chet and Bobbi consistently provide
activities that encourage everyone in the
cottage to feel more like a family. The
rap sessions provide an open forum for
discussion. Meal times begin with prayer;
followed by friendly banter. Then the Garrison
“family” attends the Ten-Mile Baptist Church in
McLeansboro on Wednesdays for Bible study and
Sundays for worship services. 

The support kids get at BCH is full circle—
educational, psychological, emotional and spiritual.
Chet reflects, “Sometimes you have to go beyond 
the call of duty but the rewards can be so much 
more than you expect.” 

(Continued from page 1)

Garrison Cottage: A Place of Prayer and Support

annual Christmas card and for a
donation, we will send it to the
donor’s friends and family on their
behalf.  This Christmas card is a
blessing for families and allows our
children a chance to demonstrate their
creativity.  They work hard to communicate
through art and word what Christmas means to
them.  All the cards are different and each one
is special.  One young girl’s submission
especially touched my heart when she wrote,
“All I ever wanted was a good Christmas...
BCH has done that for me.”  Then she quoted
Proverbs 15:13,“A happy heart makes the face
cheerful, but heartache crushes the spirit.”

Many that we serve suffer from broken hearts
and crushed spirits.  Through your prayer
support, volunteer efforts, and donations they
are blessed as they are touched by the love of
Jesus Christ, the One whose birth we celebrate.  

We are thrilled that each of our residents from
both BCH and Angels’ Cove have received
sponsors this Christmas.  I want to thank
everyone for making this a blessed Christmas
for all of our staff and residents.

May God bless each of you and your families
this Christmas and into the new year.

(Continued from page 1)

Merry Christmas
with Thanksgiving

Southern Illinois Golf Scramble A Big Success!
The 11th Annual charity golf outing was held at Green Hills Golf Club in Mt. Vernon on Saturday, Oct. 4th.   
A beautiful fall day provided the perfect setting for the 62 teams of golfers.  Each tee off time began with a
testimony from one of our residents and an opening prayer.
The morning prayer was led by the Honorable David
Overstreet, Circuit Judge, and the afternoon prayer 
by Bill Bonan, II, of People’s National Bank. 

Flight A was won by a Vandalia team made up of Andy
Whitten, Chris Whitten, Quinn Bowen and Gary Howard.
First Place Flight B was won by the team of Gary Bruce,
Will Rojek, Curt Gunter and Randy Hungate.  Flight C 
was won by the team of Mike McClure, Cheryl McClure,
Sandra Clark, Ben Martin.

Our most successful event to date was made possible by the
golfers and sponsors.  A special thanks to our Tournament
Sponsor, Short Enterprises of Anna, and to our A.M. and
P.M. Scramble Sponsors, Val and Ann Gibbons of Mt.
Vernon and People’s National Bank. First place sponsor
was Wood Energy of Mt. Vernon and the second place
sponsor chose to be anonymous.  BCHFS also thanks the
many tee and hole sponsors of the event including:

Central Illinois Golf Tournament Scores 
A Win For Our Children and Families
Central Illinois Golf Tournament was held October 11 in Greenview.
Golfers and their sponsors raised $16,000. The following golfers
recruited sponsorships in support of BCHFS:  Jay Hance, Frank
Martin, Doug Devore, Rich McGary, Ray Allen, Randy Wilson, 
Don Full, Larry Powers,
Rick Roberts, and Milton
Bost.  For the fourth year 
in a row, Rick Roberts  of
Girard succeeded in raising
the most funds ($6000).  
This year’s tournament
winner went to Randy
Wilson of Havana.

Thank you to all the golfers
and those who sponsored
them to make this year’s
event such a great
success.

Thank you to the hard-working committee that make this event possible: Reverend Paul Sadler, John
Beam, Steve Chamness, Rex Hodge, Tom Hester, Robert White, Mike McClure, Randy Jenkins, Steve
Phillips, and David Bates. We also want to thank the many “Friends of BCHFS” for their donated gifts
and services for this wonderful tournament.

Thanks to all who participated in this most
successful event featuring 62 teams –
pictured is our winning team.

Richard Roberts won the title
for raising the most donations
for the event.

Group Counseling SessionThe best score of the
day was turned in by
Randy Wilson.
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Paul Noble
In a Pinch Shredding
Insurance Partnership
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IUOE Local 318, Wes Cook
J. K. Trotter & Sons
Jackson Hewitt Tax Service
Jeff Donoho

L & K Fire Protection
Lawrence A. Lipe & Associates
Leon and Dixie Barnard
Lipps Construction
Logan St. Baptist Church
McCormick Appliance 

Heating & Cooling
Meredith-Waddell Funeral Home
Mid Country Bank
Mountain Valley Spring Water
Newcomb Law Office
O’Daniel Trucking
Osborn Funeral Home, Dix
Perma-Treat of So. Illinois
Plainview General Baptist Church
Plumbers & Pipe Fitters 

Local 551

Reppert’s Office Supply
Ryan & Tara Willis
Sam Mitchell, Attorney at Law
Sesser Auto Body
Short Enterprises
Southern Baptist Foundation
Southern Illinois Orthopedic

Center
State Bank of Whittington
Steve & Juanita Chamness
Swan Sheet Metal
The Harris Family Christian 

Foundation
Val and Ann Gibbons
Wal-Mart Store, Carmi
Walsh and Simmons
Your Special Day

Thank you to all our wonderful sponsors:

-Doug Devore
Executive Director
BCHFS 

Estate Planning: A Very
Special Gift (Poem)

A poem by Housemother Carolyn

I am just a little hankie as square as square can be,
But a very special hankie as you will surely see.
A treasure for years to come, to catch all of your tears.

This hankie came from precious Miss Wilma,
A dear sweet lady with no children of her own.
But she had a big heart for the Children of BCH
Like the widow in the Bible who gave all that she had.

She loved her husband with all her heart.  
He was the apple of her eye.
But when he died and left her alone, she died 
a little inside. A few months later her health 
did fail and she left to be with the Lord.

She left a few hankies but so little more.
But if you keep this hankie in a special way,
You could carry it on your Wedding day.
Then with a few stitches make a Bonnet for your baby,
A very precious gift from a very thoughtful lady.

(Continued from page 1)
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Our mission is to care for children who have been abused, abandoned, neglected
or in crisis.  Additionally, we seek to bring new hope and new health to individuals
and families needing help coping with parenting and/or other social issues.
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BCHFS: IN-THE-NEWS

� Christmas Wish Lists for BCHFS
Each program and cottage has needs our
operations budget just can’t provide. They
have created their own Christmas wish lists.
Like to help?  Call (618) 382-4164 or 
email carladonoho@bchfs.com.  

� Annual Charity “Sportsman Days Away” Hunts
Enjoy nature and have some fun with area hunters by participating 
in the annual charity hunts in support of BCHFS.  Bring a friend or 
sponsor a business client for a wonderful day of hunting in 
beautiful Southern Illinois. 

� All Day Goose / Duck Hunt: Dec. 15, 2008
at Grassy Lake Hunt Club, Ware, IL.

� 4-Bird Pheasant or 2 Pheasant / 
3 Chukars Hunt: Saturday, Feb. 21, 2009
at TNT Hunting Preserve, Mt. Erie, IL.

� 4-Bird Pheasant or 2 Pheasant / 5 Quail 
or 3 Chukars Hunt: Saturday, Feb. 28, 2009
at Macedonia Game Preserve, Macedonia, IL. 

To register or for more information, call Ron Summers at (618) 
923-3006 or (618) 382-4164 or register online at www.BCHFS.com.

� ‘Sanctity of Life’ Sunday-Sunday, January 18, 2009 
Give a voice to the unborn on Sanctity of Life Sunday.  
Contact Angels’ Cove at (618) 242-4944 or 
email angelscove@bchfs.com
for speakers or materials.   

A Free video and printed materials are 
available for download from the North
American Mission Board at www.namb.net
and type in “Sanctity of Life” in the search box. 

BCHFS Upcoming Events

Employment Opportunities

t appears that Thanksgiving has become lost
in the urgency to commercialize Christmas.
The Christmas decorations are up and the
promotion begun before Thanksgiving even

gets here.  That is unfortunate because it is a
good to time to stop and be truly thankful for
God’s blessings in our lives.

With Christmas right
around the corner, we are
reminded that we are most
thankful for the birth of our
Lord Jesus Christ.  He is
certainly the greatest gift 
of all.  But we are also
thankful for the thousands
of supporters who through
the years have loved and
cared for those God has
placed in our care.

For our 90 years of ministry, Christmas has been
a time of joy and excitement for the residents of
Baptist Children’s Home.  Residents from every
generation will tell you that individuals and
churches always made Christmas special,
creating some of their greatest memories.  

“I remember the year a family chose to sponsor
me for Christmas,” a former resident reflects
from Christmas in 1937. “It was my best
Christmas ever!  I received a beautiful baby doll
that became my best friend.  My family had been
separated by a terrible tragedy and I thought I
would be alone forever. It was like the sponsor
knew I needed a friend.”  

Then just last year one young man exclaimed, 
“I thought Christmas like this was only in the
movies!  This is awesome!”  But I think the
message we received this year through our
annual Christmas card contest best describes 
the hearts of so many of our children.  

Each child is encouraged to create a Christmas
card.  The winning entry is selected as our
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Angels’Cove � BCH Residential Care � Pathways CounselingAngels’Cove � BCH Residential Care � Pathways Counseling

For more information or to register for these events, please 
call us at (618)382-4164 or visit our Web site at www.BCHFS.com.

he Garrison Cottage on the
Carmi Campus is named
after the late Laura
Garrison.  Proceeds from 

her estate funded its construction 
and furnishings in 1961. 

It was dedicated on July 4 of that
same year to be a warm and
welcoming haven for those in need.
The Garrison Cottage, forty-seven
years later, remains a sanctuary and home for 
eight teen-age boys ranging in ages 14-17 years.  

Full-time houseparents, Chet and Bobbi Keys, 
began with BCH in 1996.  In 2006 they retired but
found they missed their work with the boys at BCH
and came out of retirement this year.  

Bobbi explains, “Chet was driving a coal truck and 
I was working part-time.  We were never together.
Then we read about the opening at Garrison Cottage
in the newsletter so we decided to return to house
parenting.  Now our time is not just spent together,
it is spent doing something that is rewarding and
spiritually uplifting.”  

Chet and Bobbi are beacons of hopeful and
prayerful direction for the young lads who call
Garrison Cottage home.  After every school day
from 3:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Chet and Bobbi 
conduct a ‘rap session’ with the boys. 

“They really like it. It provides a place for good
communication and it gives them a sense of family
and togetherness,” relates Chet.  

Bobbi adds, “We want to hear what is going on—
good or bad. Kids are kids.” 

There is one young fifteen-year-old fellow in their
care that Bobbi refers to as “one of the sweetest kids
we have ever had.”  His mother has passed away due
to ailments resulting from domestic abuse at the
hands of his father. Apparently, not just his mother
but everyone in the family proved to be a victim of
his maltreatment.

His grandmother adopted him but her guiding and
loving hand wasn’t enough to keep him out of

trouble.  He got into drugs, alcohol and hanging
with the wrong crowd. He had severe outbursts of
temper and couldn’t be reasoned with. At her wit’s
end, his grandmother sent him to BCH. 

Through the BCH behavior point system (where
kids are awarded or deducted points based on their
behavior and completion of chores) and consistent
counseling in anger management, this young man is
learning to control his temper. 

Bobbi laments, “His anger is a cry for help.  I don’t
think he has ever been praised. He just needs
someone to love and value him.”

He is working hard, making great strides and
thriving on the Keys’ love and attention. 

He has discovered, like so many other young men,
that life in the Garrison Cottage is just the ramp
needed to turn a life in the right direction. It is a very 

Merry Christmas
with Thanksgiving

Doug Devore
Executive Director

BCHFS
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(Continued on page 2)

he 9th annual Baptist Children’s
Home & Family Services Fall
Festival celebrated 90 years of
service to children and families.

Over 1200 visitors enjoyed the celebration
with over 40 booths of activities and food
were provided by churches all over Illinois.
The Snack Cake Walk created by Ellis Mound
Baptist Church of Wayne City was chosen as
the “Best Booth.”  Chalk-art created a non-
traditional cake walk experience.

The first-time volleyball tournament was a 
big success with 12 teams competing.  First
place went to Pleasant Hill Baptist Church of
Mt. Vernon, Illinois and second place to First
Baptist Church of Grayville.

Cars enthusiasts including members of 
Cars for Kids of Harrisburg were in
attendance and participated in the “Favorite
Car” competition.  This year’s winner was
Cam Church and her Ford Thunderbird.

Great burgers and hotdogs were prepared by
Rick and Val Mitchell’s (Carrier Mills) team
of hardworking cooks and servers.  In addition
to the Mitchell family, these volunteers came

from Walnut Grove Church in Harrisburg and Sterling Baptist Church of Fairview
Heights.  Along with the delicious burgers and dogs, volunteers brought enough
cookies to feed the multitude.

The Silent Auction was made up of crafts, theme baskets, etc. donated by
individuals, churches and businesses throughout Illinois.  But the Quilt Auction
was the highlight!  Fifty quilts, made by loving hands, were donated by women
and men. Emotions grew when the crowd rallied around the last quilt of the 
auction created by Loma
Talley of Grayville.  Loma,
whose husband Leon Talley
served many years as a
director at BCH, has
coordinated the quilt auction

since its beginning.  Recently diagnosed with a serious medical condition, 
Loma was unable to be there.  However, in honor of Loma and her devotion to
BCH, the crowd collectively raised the bids to $2100.  

This was a great day that celebrated the love and support of God’s people,
reminding us that they believe the lives we touch REALLY DO MATTER and 
are willing to make personal sacrifices to express that belief.

Following the festival, a reunion of “BCH Kids All Grown Up” was held at 
Four Corners Café.  Evelyn Money of Indiana, age 90, won the award as the
oldest BCH Kid.  Chris Reagan, age 32, won for the youngest.

Plans are for another reunion in 2009.  For more information, email
bch.reunion@bchfs.com.  To review pictures from the 2008 reunion, 
go to www.BCHFS.com.  

(Continued on page 3)

The fundamentals for a fruitful future-
Garrison Cottage’s housefather Chet prays
alongside his boys before the evening meal.

� Houseparent Couple-
Seeking a positive, mature, compassionate married couple to serve full time as parent
figures for adolescents. Must be at least 21, HS diploma/GED. Salary package with benefits,
including housing. Must be able to work in ministry team, be proactive, and driven.

For more information: Contact Scott Kiser at (618) 382-4165, ext.14, send resumes
to Baptist Children’s Home and Family Services, 949 County Road 1300 N, Carmi, IL.
62821, or email scott.kiser@bchfs.com.

WGGH Radio Sponsors 
Lites for Kids

he brilliant lights of the season burn through-
out the month of December on the north lawn of
radio station WGGH AM 1150 in Marion.  WGGH Radio is

sponsoring a drive-thru Christmas light display from dusk to 10:00 p.m.  
The exhibition is free but allows an opportunity for guests to contribute to 
the work of Baptist Children’s Home & Family Services.

WGGH is located on old Route 13, east of Marion, Illinois.  
Thank you, WGGH, for remembering us.

Garrison Cottage:
A Place of Prayer and Support

ADMINISTRATION
OFFICE 
949 County Rd. 1300 N.
Carmi, IL 62821
(618) 382-4164
email: BCHFS@BCHFS.com
web: www.BCHFS.com

BAPTIST
CHILDREN’S
HOME
Residential Care
949 County Rd. 1300 N.
Carmi, IL 62821
(618) 382-4165

ANGELS’ COVE
Pregnancy- Adoption-
Foster Care
4243 Lincolnshire Drive
Mt. Vernon, IL 62864
(618) 242-4944

PATHWAYS
Metro East
4950 Old Collinsville Road
Swansea, IL 62226
Swansea: (618) 624-4060
Vandalia: (618) 283-0842
Waterloo: (618) 444-6988
O’Fallon: (618) 632-6223
Maryville: (618) 667-8221

Central
1425 Stevenson Drive
Springfield, IL 62703

Springfield: (217) 241-0959
Jacksonville: (217) 971-9385  
Carlinville: (217) 971-9385

Southeastern
949 County Rd. 1300 N.
Carmi, IL 62821
(618) 382-3907

Southwestern Indiana
6710 Oak Hill Road
Evansville, IN 47725 
(812) 491-1727

Donations may be made online at www.BCHFS.com or by mailing
checks to BCHFS, 949 County Road 1300 N, Carmi, IL 62821. 
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or 90 years God’s people have been faithful in their giving.  
These gifts have kept the work of BCHFS strong and growing.
Many of these gifts come from the estate gifts made by those 
who "adopted" BCHFS in their wills and trusts.

This was demonstrated by two specific gifts we received this year.  One 
was a generous estate gift that will be used in our endowment fund to allow us
to serve in the future.  The other would be seen as a small monetary donation
but was huge in heart.

Both had no children of their own but loved and prayed for all the children
served by BCHFS.  The second had no significant monetary value.  As our
staff assisted in the cleaning of her small housing apartment, simple yet
beautiful little hankies were found among her things.  To honor her love for
the children, these hankies were carefully displayed in beautifully decorated
boxes decorated by our house mother, Carolyn Hawkins.  Carolyn also wrote
a beautiful poem to accompany the hankies which will be given to some of
our girl residents at Christmas.  Read this poem on bottom of page 2.

Housemother Carolyn
creates a keepsake in
honor of a donor.

F
Estate Planning: A Very Special Gift

Garrison
Cottage
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Whittington Clowns always
brighten the day.

Paul & Kristin Melton
celebrate high bid for quilt
made by Loma Talley.
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BCHFS Fall Festival 2008 Recap
A Silent Auction, Favorite Car Contest
and BCH Reunion Highlight the Day

Ellis Mound 
(left) wins Fall
Festival “Best
Booth” award.

Harrisburg 
First Baptist 
(top) decorates 
our guests.

Kids of all ages enjoyed
the beautiful day.

Wayne
Mifflin 
helps Rick
Mitchell’s
cooking
team.

Photos taken by
Karen Carlton, 
housemother
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